BERRIEN RESA

Today's Purpose - Tomorrow’s Promise.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

TRUANCY IN BERRIEN COUNTY

For the purpose of these guidelines, school truancy in Berrien County is defined as follows:
Any unexcused absence, pattern of unexcused absences that are established by a student during
the school year, or a continuation of an attendance problem from past years.

P.A. 451 of 1977 (amended P.A. 43 of 1977) MCL 380.1561—380.1599
MICHIGAN COMPULSORY EDUCATION LAW

Referral Criteria

r The Truancy Office at Berrien

RESA will accept a referral from

) a local district that has met

222
the following criteria:
e School has written communication to the
parent/guardian regarding the student’s

excessive, unexcused absences.

e Student has 10 or more unexcused
absences.

e School/parent meeting has been held or
attempted.

e Student is between the ages of 6-17.

How To Make A Referral

Referral forms are available on our website. Go to
www.berrienresa.org, and click on Services for Educa-
tors—Education Support Services click “Truancy Support”.
Include a copy of the students most recent attendance
report and any medical documentation to excuse absenc-
= o™ es (if applicable). Forms can be returned via email or
= faxed to:

»« B Berrien RESA
Attn: Michelle Anderson
Fax : (269) 471-2941
Email: michelle.anderson@berrienresa.org



http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-380-1561
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-380-1561

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

TRUANCY IN BERRIEN COUNTY

Truancy Referrals: What happens next?

1)

Referral to Berrien RESA:

(10 or more unexcused absences)

Verbal Notification:

School informs truancy officer of non-
compliance with specific dates missed.
Truancy officer phones parent/guardian.

Mandatory Truancy
Meeting:
If attendance continues to decline,

parent/guardian is summoned for a
mandatory truancy meeting at school.

Berrien RESA serves
legal notice

Redemption Period:

School continues to monitor
student attendance for
improvement.

Advise Legal Action:

If all efforts fail, then legal action
is explored by Berrien RESA.

Need more help? Contact us.

BERRIEN RESA

Today’s Purpose - Tomorrow’s Promise.

Michelle Anderson, Truancy Officer/Pupil Accounting
P.0O. Box 364 | Berrien Springs, Ml 49103

Phone: (269) 471-7725 ext. 3191

Fax: (269) 471-2941

Email: michelle.anderson@berrienresa.org



